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DESCRIPTION
The DTA3/COFUND programme represents a significant 
initiative aimed at enhancing the research and innovation 
landscape across Europe. Funded by the European Commission, 
this programme is designed to support doctoral training 
and foster collaboration between academia and industry. 
By facilitating cross-border research mobility and funding 
innovative projects, the DTA3/COFUND programme seeks to 
address various societal challenges while contributing to the 
development of a skilled workforce. Evaluating the impact of 
this programme reveals both its achievements and areas for 
improvement, ultimately guiding future initiatives. One of 
the primary objectives of the DTA3/COFUND programme is to 
improve the quality of doctoral training. By providing financial 
support and access to cutting-edge research facilities, the 
programme empowers doctoral candidates to engage in high-
level scientific inquiry. Evaluations indicate that participating 
institutions have enhanced their training offerings, integrating 
interdisciplinary approaches and real-world applications. This 
has resulted in a more comprehensive educational experience 
for doctoral students, equipping them with the necessary skills 
to navigate complex research environments. Furthermore, the 
programme emphasizes international collaboration, which 
has proven to be a vital component in fostering innovation. 
By facilitating cross-border partnerships, the DTA3/COFUND 
programme has enabled researchers to share knowledge and 
best practices, enriching the academic community. Evaluations 
show that many doctoral candidates have had the opportunity 
to collaborate with leading experts from various countries, 
enhancing the scope and impact of their research. These 
collaborations often lead to joint publications, conference 
presentations, and other forms of academic output, thereby 
contributing to the global research landscape. The DTA3/
COFUND programme also aims to strengthen ties between 

academia and industry. By encouraging collaboration with 
private sector partners, the programme facilitates the transfer 
of knowledge and technology. This alignment between research 
and industry needs is crucial for driving innovation and ensuring 
that research outcomes have practical applications. Evaluation 
reports highlight numerous successful partnerships established 
through the programme, resulting in projects that address 
real-world challenges, from healthcare to environmental 
sustainability. In addition to these qualitative outcomes, 
quantitative metrics provide insight into the programme’s 
broader impact. The number of doctoral degrees awarded, 
research outputs, and successful grant applications are all 
indicators of the programme’s effectiveness. Early evaluations 
indicate a significant increase in the number of doctoral 
candidates completing their degrees within the programme’s 
framework, which suggests that the support provided has 
helped to streamline the research process and reduce dropout 
rates. Moreover, the enhanced research productivity has led 
to an uptick in publications and citations, demonstrating the 
programme’s contribution to advancing knowledge. However, 
despite these successes, evaluations also identify areas for 
improvement. One of the key challenges noted in the reports 
is the need for better integration of the programme’s activities 
within existing institutional frameworks. Some participants 
have expressed concerns about the bureaucratic hurdles 
associated with funding applications and project management, 
which can detract from the overall research experience. 
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