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INTRODUCTION

Oral pathology is a specialized branch of dentistry that
focuses on the diagnosis, characterization, and management
of diseases affecting the oral and maxillofacial region.
It encompasses a wide range of conditions, including
inflammatory, infectious, developmental, and neoplastic
disorders, which may manifest as abnormalities within the
oral cavity, jaws, salivary glands, and adjacent tissues. Oral
pathologists, also known as oral and maxillofacial pathologists,
are dental professionals with specialized training in the
interpretation of tissue specimens obtained from biopsies,
surgical resections, and other diagnostic procedures. The
role of oral pathology extends beyond disease diagnosis to
include prognostication, risk assessment, and treatment
planning for patients with oral diseases. Oral pathologists
work closely with oral surgeons, dentists, oncologists, and
other healthcare providers to provide comprehensive care
for patients with oral and maxillofacial conditions. Their
expertise in histopathology, immunohistochemistry, molecular
diagnostics, and radiographic interpretation allows them to
accurately diagnose and classify various oral diseases, guiding
appropriate therapeutic interventions and monitoring patient
outcomes. Advancements in diagnostic techniques, such as
digital pathology, molecular profiling, and image analysis,
have revolutionized the field of oral pathology, enabling more
precise and personalized approaches to disease diagnosis
and management [1,2]. By leveraging these technological
innovations and collaborating with interdisciplinary healthcare
teams, oral pathologists contribute to improved patient care,
outcomes, and overall oral health.

DESCRIPTION

Oral pathology is a specialized discipline within dentistry
dedicated to the study, diagnosis, and management of diseases
affecting the oral and maxillofacial regions. This multifaceted

field encompasses a broad spectrum of conditions, including
inflammatory, infectious, developmental, and neoplastic
disorders, which may manifest as lesions, abnormalities, or
changesintheoralmucosa,jaws,salivaryglands,andsurrounding
tissues. Oral pathologists, highly trained dental professionals,
play a pivotal role in disease diagnosis and management.
They employ various diagnostic modalities, including clinical
examination, imaging studies, and histopathological analysis
of tissue specimens obtained through biopsies or surgical
procedures, to accurately characterize oral diseases and guide
treatment planning. The practice of oral pathology extends
beyond disease diagnosis to include prognostication, risk
assessment, and therapeutic decision-making for patients with
oral conditions. Oral pathologists collaborate closely with oral
surgeons, dentists, oncologists, and other healthcare providers
to deliver comprehensive care tailored to each patient’s unique
needs. Advancements in diagnostic technologies, such as digital
pathology and molecular diagnostics, have enhanced the
accuracy and precision of disease diagnosis and classification,
paving the way for more targeted and personalized treatment
approaches [3,4]. Through their expertise and interdisciplinary
collaboration, oral pathologists contribute to improved patient
outcomes, enhanced oral health, and advancements in dental
and medical research.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, oral pathology plays a crucial role in the
diagnosis, management, and understanding of diseases
affecting the oral and maxillofacial regions. Through meticulous
examination, histopathological analysis, and interdisciplinary
collaboration, oral pathologists provide valuable insights into
disease processes, guiding treatment decisions and improving
patient outcomes. As advancements in diagnostic technologies
continue to evolve, the field of oral pathology is poised to make
further strides in disease characterization and personalized
medicine. By remaining at the forefront of research and
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clinical practice, oral pathologists contribute significantly to
the advancement of dental and medical science, ultimately
enhancing the quality of care for patients with oral diseases.
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