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Cervical cancer is a type of cancer that occurs in the cells of
the cervix — the lower part of the uterus that connects to the
vagina. Various strains of the human papillomavirus (HPV), a
sexually transmitted infection, play a role in causing most
cervical cancer. A malignant tumour of the cervix, the
lowermost part of the uterus. A malignant tumour of the
lower-most part of the uterus (womb) that can be prevented
by PAP smear screening and a HPV vaccine. Symptoms include
bleeding in between periods and after sexual intercourse. Foul
smelling white discharge and low back pain or lower abdominal
pain may also occur. In some cases there may be no
symptoms. Treatments include surgery, radiation and
chemotherapy. Cervical cancer happens when cells change in
women’s cervix, which connects thier uterus with vagina. This
cancer can affect the deeper tissues of their cervix and may
spread to other parts of their body (metastasize), often the
lungs, liver, bladder, vagina, and rectum. Cervical cancer is a
type of cancer that starts in the cervix. The cervix is a hollow
cylinder that connects the lower part of a woman’s uterus to
her vagina. Most cervical cancers begin in cells on the surface
of the cervix. All women are at risk for cervical cancer. It occurs
most often in women over age 30. Long-lasting infection with
certain types of human papillomavirus (HPV) is the main cause
of cervical cancer. HPV is a common virus that is passed from
one person to another during sex. At least half of sexually
active people will have HPV at some point in their lives, but few
women will get cervical cancer.

Cancer is a disease in which cells in the body grow out of
control. Cancer is always named for the part of the body where

it starts, even if it spreads to other body parts later. When cancer starts
in the cervix, it is called cervical cancer. The cervix connects the vagina
(birth canal) to the upper part of the uterus. The uterus (or womb) is
where a baby grows when a woman is pregnant.

Many women with cervical cancer don’t realize they have the disease
early on, because it usually doesn’t cause symptoms until the late
stages. When symptoms do appear, they’re easily mistaken for
common conditions like menstrual periods and urinary tract infections
(UTIs).

The main types of cervical cancers are squamous cell carcinoma and
adenocarcinoma.

Most (up to 9 out of 10) cervical cancers are squamous cell
carcinomas.

Most of the other cervical cancers are adenocarcinomas.

Less commonly, cervical cancers have features of both squamous cell
carcinomas and adenocarcinomas.

Squamous cell carcinomas begin in the thin, flat cells that line
the bottom of the cervix. This type of cervical cancer accounts
for about 80 percent of cervical cancers.

Adenocarcinomas of the cervix develop in the glandular cells
that line the wupper portion of the cervix. Cervical
adenocarcinomas make up about 20 percent of cervical
cancers.

Sometimes, both types of cells are involved in cervical cancer.
Other types of cancer can develop in the cervix, but these are
rare. For example, metastatic cervical cancer starts in the
cervix and spreads to other parts of the body.
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