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INTRODUCTION

A generic drug is a medication created to be the same as
an existing approved brand name drug in dosage, safety,
strength, route of administration, quality, and performance
characteristics. They become available after the patent
protection or exclusivity period of the brand name drug
expires, allowing other manufacturers to produce and market
the drug. The most significant difference between generic and
brand name drugs lies in their appearance and price. While
generics may have different colors, shapes, or packaging due
to trademark laws, their therapeutic effects remain identical.
This ensures that patients receive the same efficacy and safety
as they would from the brand name version, but at a fraction of
the cost. Generic drugs play a vital role in modern healthcare,
offering a cost effective alternative to brand name medications.
These drugs contain the same active ingredients, dosage
forms, and intended effects as their branded counterparts.
Approved by regulatory agencies such as the FDA (Food and
Drug Administration) in the United States, generic drugs
have transformed accessibility to essential medications,
particularly for individuals with financial constraints. Generic
drug manufacturers do not bear the initial costs of drug
development, which include extensive research, clinical trials,
and marketing expenses. These costs are typically absorbed by
the brand name company during the patent period.

DESCRIPTION

When generics enter the market, they face competition from
other manufacturers, further driving down prices. On average,
generic drugs cost 80-85% less than brand name drugs.
Cost Savings generic drugs reduce healthcare expenses for
individuals and healthcare systems. According to a 2022 report
by the Association for Accessible Medicines (AAM), generic
drugs saved the U.S. healthcare system nearly $ 2.4 trillion
over the past decade. Increased Accessibility lower costs make
medications more accessible to people who might otherwise

forego treatment due to financial constraints. Equivalence in
Quality regulatory agencies impose stringent standards on
genericdrugs, ensuring they meet the same quality benchmarks
as brand name drugs. Encourages Competition generics
promote a competitive pharmaceutical market, preventing
monopolistic pricing. Regulatory Hurdles obtaining regulatory
approval can be a lengthy and costly process. Manufacturers
must prove bioequivalence to the brand name drug, requiring
detailed testing and documentation. Patent Litigation brand
name companies may attempt to extend their market
exclusivity through patent extensions or litigation, delaying
the introduction of generics. Perception Issues many patients
and healthcare providers harbor misconceptions about generic
drugs, believing they are inferior in quality or effectiveness.

CONCLUSION

One common misconception is that generic drugs are of
lower quality than brand name medications. However,
regulatory bodies rigorously evaluate generics to ensure they
meet stringent standards of bioequivalence, stability, and
manufacturing practices. Another concern is the difference in
inactive ingredients, which can occasionally cause variations
in tolerability. For a small percentage of patients, these
differences may affect absorption or trigger allergies. In such
cases, healthcare providers can recommend alternatives.
Governments and healthcare systems can play a pivotal role in
promoting the use of generic drugs. Policies encouraging the
substitution of generics for brand name prescriptions can lead
to significant savings.
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